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1. Background -  Dartmoor Hill Pony Drift Sales

The Dartmoor livestock markets at Chagford hold sales in the autumn for the young 
ponies born on the moor in the spring of that year, who have been brought in (drifted) 
and weaned.

The success of these sales is vital to the future of the Dartmoor hill pony (DHP) and to 
the grazing regime, the appearance of the Dartmoor that we all enjoy is achieved by the 
balance of ponies sheep and cattle over hundreds of years. 
There is always a wide variety of ponies on offer which makes it a very interesting event.

In the days when pony numbers had not been reduced, you could navigate across Dartmoor 
by identifying the various herds of ponies, because of Dartmoor’s vast size and range in 
altitudes, there is a wide variety of habitats.

So individual breeders tastes and environment and of course market forces have given us 
this wonderful variation of pony. The 3000 year gene pool has made these animals into 
hardy, adaptable ponies with excellent potential, charisma and character.

2. Overview - Dartmoor Hill Pony Drift Sales

The Dartmoor pony sale is a chance for people who don’t know Dartmoor to 
discover something very special. We must worn you that once you have come to 
know about these wonderful characters of the moor you will be addicted.

The following pages will help guide you through the auction process.

If you wish to come to the sales and need help in any way, whether it is with 
somewhere to stay, transport or choosing the right pony for you or even bidding 
on your behalf, do not hesitate to ask.

If you have never been to a sale before we have people who will help you, call 
Charlotte 07734785644, but best method of contact is filling out our contact form 
on www.wildtowonderful.org and we can help you.
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3. DEFRA - Dartmoor Hill Pony Drift Sales

Under DEFRA rules all sales of ponies to new owners cannot take place unless the ponies 
are Micro chipped and a Passport issued beforehand.

Dartmoor found the sale last year particularly challenging as there are no facilities available 
to bring in and hold the ponies ahead of the sale to passport and chip them whilst ensuring 
their welfare needs are met. 

177 ponies passed through the Dartmoor sale at Chagford in 2018 which proved a logistical 
challenge as each pony had to be microchipped, photographed and a passport application 
completed.

This was clearly not acceptable going forward and a practical solution between DEFRA 
and DHPA has now been agreed. This agreement allows ponies to be moved from the 
auction site with a Temporary Identification Document (TID) which is valid for 30 days 
following the auction.
A full passport will be issued to the new owner during the following 30 day period.

It is imperative that both buyers and sellers comply with the agreed DEFRA / DHPA 
process in order for a smooth handover of ownership.

4. BEFORE YOU BUY

Collect a buyer’s card from the DHP office fill out and present to the DHP office where you 
will receive a bidders Number for the auction. (a copy is on the last page of this document, 
and can be printed off and filled in beforehand)

Please note your bidders’ number is unique to you, the data we hold produces the TID and 
final passport for you, as the new keeper.

You can also purchase a sales catalogue or print one, from auctioneer’s website.
(See contacts page)

Note that the bidding is done in guineas. All lots are subject to VAT unless otherwise stated 
at time of sale.  All lots at the fall of the hammer become the property of the purchaser.

Please ensure you have a suitable trailer / lorry for the transport. (See contacts page if you 
require help with transport)

In all cases you should comply with all current legislation, e.g. the transit of animals (road 
and rail) order 1975 and the welfare of animals (transport) order 1997. We will have people 
on hand to help you load.
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5. AFTER YOU HAVE MADE YOUR PURCHASE

During the auction you can pay for your pony at the auctioneer’s office and collect your 
receipt.  

Then proceed to the Dartmoor Hill Pony sales day office and show your receipt as proof 
of purchase.

On producing the ticket of sale and payment of £30.00 (cash only). You will receive a copy 
of “Temporary Identification Document” (TID).

The full passport application form will be completed and sent off automatically by DHPA 
following the auction. It will include microchip and details of your pony, and your details 
etc. Please check the details are correct on your TID before leaving the auction.

Note:-
Some ponies may already have a passport issued by another passport issuing authority these 
passports will have to be returned to the issuing Passport information Office (PIO) with payment 
required by that PIO for administration in transfer into the new owner’s name within 30 days.
The cost of transfer will depend on who the passport issuing authority for that passport.
(This work is the responsibility of the new owner and not covered by the DHPA)

6. WHEN YOU GET HOME 

Worming is recommended as soon as you feel the pony has got over the trauma of leaving 
Dartmoor and you have established a regular programme thereafter.

These ponies are used to walking 20 miles for their breakfast, if overfed can lead to digestive 
and laminitic problems.

Keep your pony passport safe you will need to produce it for any vets treatment or to sell 
the pony. (Please return your TID once you have your full passport so we know you have 
received it)

Dartmoor Hill Pony Association have information sheets and advisors who can help on 
many aspects of looking after you Pony, including training.

We also have a great book which will may help you called “No Force No Fear” by Sarah 
Western.

We wish you all the best with your pony and may you have as much enjoyment as we have 
from these amazing custodians of Dartmoor.



7. Contacts and useful information

Where to stay.
please go on the website www.devonfarms.co.uk

For Transport.
Contact:- Ray Mounce 07977443769 / John Shears 01647432356 / Chris Cole 

01822617156 / Paul Pierce 07903173216

Lairage Facilities Available.
Contact Charlotte Faulkner 01364 631 036. 

Note:- A cash deposit of £70 REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT will be expected for this service and a 
payment of £5 per day PER PONY FOR LOOKING AFTER THE PONY, TO BE PAID  upon 

collection of pony.

For a sales catalogue contact Rendell’s auctioneers. 
Tel:- 01647 432277 or www.rendell.co.uk

Contact us
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